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                Wedding 
         Information
We are delighted you wish to be married in church before God and we give here details about how such a marriage is possible. We too believe in marriage, knowing it can offer a wonderful adventure as well as great security! 


There are two kinds of weddings on offer in our country:                                                                     First, a wedding in Christian churches, where we recognise God as the source of love and  the designer of marriage (Genesis chapter 2 verse 24) and the One present to bless us as we gather before Him. Anyone who lives in the parish may request a wedding at their local church, whether they are members or not. 
Alternatively, a civil wedding which once happened solely in a town hall, but may now take place almost anywhere. Until very recently these would not allow religious hymns, songs, or readings but now there may be "readings, songs or music that contain an incidental reference to a god or deity in an essentially non-religious context" (General Register Office publication).
Residence and the Calling of Banns                                                                                                    By law, a couple who have not been married before may get married in the church of the parish in which either or both are/were resident or are/were on the church electoral roll, following the calling of the banns. Also it is possible to marry in the parish church where you have a significant connection, such as this is the place where you grew up or where your parents live / lived, etc.
· At least 7 days notice must be given before the first calling of banns.  Banns must be read during the 3 months before the wedding. The banns will be read on 3 successive Sundays and afterwards if the couple is being married in another parish one of them must collect the banns certificate and give it to the minister conducting the marriage ceremony. 

· The couple must apply to have their banns called in the church they plan to get married in and also in any other parish in which either or both reside. 
· Residence means living (and sleeping) in the parish for the seven days before the banns are first read and for the whole period of the reading of banns, 22 days in all. (special allowances are made for students, members of the armed forces, etc).

Marriage by licence
The above rules do not apply if the couple is getting married by licence, which costs considerably more than the banns certificate. There are 2 kinds of licence:
· Bishop’s Common Licence.  A couple may apply to the Diocesan registrar for a licence to get married in the parish church after 15 days’ residence in the parish prior to the application. They then have the legal right to be married in the parish within 3 months of the granting of that licence. This licence merely dispenses with the need for banns. 
· Archbishop’s or Special Licence. A couple who do not live in the parish may apply to the Archbishop’s Secretary for this licence to be married in a parish church although neither lives there or are on the electoral roll. The agreement of the Rector is necessary. This is essential when those concerned fail to be residents or on the church roll.

Preparation

By church law, the minister must explain to the couple the meaning of Christian marriage and God’s commitment to marriage.  (For further details see below)
Our Benefice’s marriage policy.

The Mulbarton group church councils have agreed the following:
· The Rector must ensure that those seeking a church wedding are aware of the Church of England rules as outlined above. 
· The Rector may support an application for an Archbishop’s Licence only if the parties have a close association with the parish. 
· A marriage preparation course of 5 evenings is provided and couples being married are expected to attend this. 
· Although we do not offer a full wedding service to those where one or both have been divorced and there is a former spouse still alive, we do offer a service of prayer and blessing after a civil marriage. For this, at least one of those to be married must live in the parish or be on the church roll and they must both agree to attend a marriage preparation course.
· Weddings and services of prayer and dedication will not generally be held on a Sunday.

Further  information, including fees are included on our church website www.mulbchurch.org.uk or from the Rector at Mulbarton Rectory.
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